258                 THE INDIAN EMPIRE              [CHAP,
it yields is derived from licences for manufacture and retail sale, which are put up to annual auction, the number and sites of the shops having been previously fixed. Licences for the home brewing vipachwai for domestic purposes are granted in certain Districts to the headmen of villages inhabited by aboriginal races, on payment of a fixed fee for each household. Tn Burma the native beer is brewed from rice. When consumed by certain hill tribes, mostly in Upper Burma, it is exempted from taxation, otherwise the excise system is similar to that in Bengal It is almost as easy to brew this beer as to make a pot of tea ; and, as the main ingredient is a staple article of food, it is almost impossible to check private manufacture. Countiy Country brands of rum, and so-called brandies and whiskies, rum, &c. are Distilled frorn canc juice, &c,, and are coloured and flavoured in various manners. The manufacture is carried on in private distilleries in different parts of India. In the United Provinces and the Punjab such liquor pays duty at the rate of R$. 4 per proof gallon, in the Central Provinces at Rs. 5, and elsewhere at the customs tariff rate of Rs, 6, The production is subject to such Government supervision as is needed to ensure the payment of the duty. The most important factory is the Rosa distillery at Shthjahanpur, in the United Provinces* which, in addition to supplying those Provinces, exports considerable quantities to the Punjab, the Central Provinces, Bengal, and other parts of India, In Madras and Bombay, and in the United and Central Provinces, country rum is sold under the same conditions as imported European liquor. In Bengal it may be sold in shops licensed for either country or foreign liquor, and in the Punjab it is treated in the same manner as ordinary country spirit elsewhere. A considerable quantity is supplied to the Commissariat department for the use of the army* Formerly this was issued free of duty, but in 1897 the Government decided that the selling price to troops should be gradually raised until it covered the ordinary duty rate. The enhancement hitherto reached is equivalent to a duty of Rs. 2 per proof gallon.
Malt            A number of breweries have been established in India,
liquor. rrtostly in the hills, for the manufacture of a light bear for European and Eurasian consumption, Owing to local demand by soldiers, the amount of beer thus produced is greater than that imported. A uniform fee of one anna per gallon is levied all over India at the time of issue* Retail sale is usually under a general licence for imported liquors, but in some Provinces additional ipecial arrangements are made.